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In The River of Lost Footsteps, Thant Myint-U tells the story of modern Burma, in part through a telling
of his own family's history, in an interwoven narrative that is by turns lyrical, dramatic, and appalling.
His maternal grandfather, U Thant, rose from being the schoolmaster of a small town in the Irrawaddy
Delta to become the UN secretary-general in the 1960s.
The River of Lost Footsteps: A Personal History of Burma ...
Thant Myint-U’s “The River of Lost Footsteps” is the most comprehensive start to the history of
Myanmar, and the history of South Asia in general. It is told with a firm yet entertaining, and often
humourous, voice not very often found in a non-fiction history book.
The River of Lost Footsteps: Histories of Burma by Thant ...
The River of Lost Footsteps is a work both personal and global, a distinctive contribution that makes
Burma accessible and enthralling. Thant Myint-U is the author of Where China Meets India and has
written articles for the New York Times, the Washington Post and the New Statesman.
The River of Lost Footsteps - Thant Myint-U - Google Books
The River of Lost Footsteps is, basically, a history of Burma (now also called Myanmar); author Thant
Myint-U's choice of the plural in his sub-title -- Histories of Burma-- suggests some of the complexity he
tries to compress into this one volume. While for the most part he proceeds chronologically, Thant does
begin his account out of order, first with 'The Fall of the Kingdom' and the British take-over in the
1880s, and then a brief and more personal look at near-contemporary Burma.
The River of Lost Footsteps - Thant Myint-U
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The River of Lost Footsteps is a work both personal and global, a distinctive contribution that makes
Burma accessible and enthralling.
The River of Lost Footsteps: Histories of Burma - Thant ...
In The River of Lost Footsteps, Thant Myint-U tells the story of modern Burma, in part through a telling
of his own family’s history, in an interwoven narrative that is by turns lyrical, dramatic,...
The River of Lost Footsteps: Histories of Burma - Thant ...
The River of Lost Footsteps: A Personal History of Burma | Myint-U Thant | download | B–OK.
Download books for free. Find books
The River of Lost Footsteps: A Personal History of Burma ...
Thant Myint-U is a Burmese historian, writer, grandson of former United Nations Secretary-General U
Thant, former UN official, and former special adviser to the president for the peace process. He has
authored five books, including The River of Lost Footsteps: A Personal History of Burma and Where
China Meets India: Burma and the New Crossroads of Asia. In 2012, he founded Yangon Heritage Trust
to preserve colonial buildings in the Burmese capital Yangon.
Thant Myint-U - Wikipedia
The River of Lost Footsteps is a balanced, thorough, and serious history, but it is also a polemic, firm in
its view that the current international campaign--pursuing 'this policy of isolating one of the most
isolated countries in the world'--is moving in the wrong direction.”. ― New Yorker.
The River of Lost Footsteps: A Personal History of Burma ...
In The River of Lost Footsteps, Thant Myint-U tells the story of modern Burma, in part through a telling
of his own family's history, in an interwoven narrative that is by turns lyrical, dramatic, and appalling.
His maternal grandfather, U Thant, rose from being the schoolmaster of a small town in the Irrawaddy
Delta to become the UN secretary-general in the 1960s.
Amazon.com: The River of Lost Footsteps: Histories of ...
Part history, part memoir, part polemic, with a little travelogue thrown in, “The River of Lost Footsteps”
begins at the beginning of all the troubles: the overthrow of the last royal dynasty in...
The River of Lost Footsteps: Histories of Burma By Thant ...
"The River of Lost Footsteps" is a fascinating book to be introduced to the history of Myanmar/ Burma.
Written in a style quite different from the usual scholarly one of academics, this would be less
intimidating for an average reader.
Buy The River of Lost Footsteps Book Online at Low Prices ...
‹ See all details for The River of Lost Footsteps: A Personal History of Burma Unlimited One-Day
Delivery and more Prime members enjoy fast & free shipping, unlimited streaming of movies and TV
shows with Prime Video and many more exclusive benefits.
Amazon.co.uk:Customer reviews: The River of Lost Footsteps ...
It is also the sight of the longest-running conflict in the world. Drawing both on his own family's stories
and his years of hands-on political experience working with the United Nations, Thant Myint-U has
written an illuminating account of how Burma's rich past informs its violent present, and of how the
world might transform the country's future. In The River of Lost Footsteps, Thant Myint-U tells the story
of modern Burma, in part through a telling of his own family's history, in an ...
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The River of Lost Footsteps : Thant Myint-U : 9780571217595
The River of Lost Footsteps is a work at once personal and global, a "brisk, vivid history" (Philip Delves
Broughton, The Wall Street Journal) that makes Burma accessible and enthralling.

For nearly two decades Western governments and a growing activist community have been frustrated in
their attempts to bring about a freer and more democratic Burma—through sanctions and tourist
boycotts—only to see an apparent slide toward even harsher dictatorship. But what do we really know
about Burma and its history? And what can Burma's past tell us about the present and even its future? In
The River of Lost Footsteps, Thant Myint-U tells the story of modern Burma, in part through a telling of
his own family's history, in an interwoven narrative that is by turns lyrical, dramatic, and appalling. His
maternal grandfather, U Thant, rose from being the schoolmaster of a small town in the Irrawaddy Delta
to become the UN secretary-general in the 1960s. And on his father's side, the author is descended from
a long line of courtiers who served at Burma's Court of Ava for nearly two centuries. Through their
stories and others, he portrays Burma's rise and decline in the modern world, from the time of
Portuguese pirates and renegade Mughal princes through the decades of British colonialism, the
devastation of World War II, and a sixty-year civil war that continues today and is the longest-running
war anywhere in the world. The River of Lost Footsteps is a work both personal and global, a distinctive
contribution that makes Burma accessible and enthralling.
Retraces the complex and turbulent story of Burma, from the time of Portuguese pirates to the sixty-yearold civil war that continues today, in an insightful narrative that portrays Burma's rise and decline
through the stories of the author's family and others.
Burma is currently ruled by a harsh dictatorship unmoved by Western activists and sanctions. It is also
the sight of the longest-running conflict in the world. Drawing both on his own family's stories and his
years of hands-on political experience working with the United Nations, Thant Myint-U has written an
illuminating account of how Burma's rich past informs its violent present, and of how the world might
transform the country's future. In The River of Lost Footsteps, Thant Myint-U tells the story of modern
Burma, in part through a telling of his own family's history, in an interwoven narrative that is by turns
lyrical, dramatic, and appalling. His maternal grandfather, U Thant, rose from being the schoolmaster of
a small town in the Irrawaddy Delta to become the UN secretary-general in the 1960s. And on his
father's side, the author is descended from a long line of courtiers who served at Burma's Court of Ava
for nearly two centuries. Through their stories and others, he portrays Burma's rise and decline in the
modern world, from the time of Portuguese pirates and renegade Mughal princes through the decades of
British colonialism, the devastation of World War II, a sixty-year civil war that continues today, military
repression and the immergence of Nobel Prize laureate Aung San Suu Kyi. The River of Lost Footsteps
is a work both personal and global, a distinctive contribution that makes Burma accessible and
enthralling. Thant Myint-U is the author of Where China Meets India and has written articles for the
New York Times, the Washington Post and the New Statesman.
Thant Myint-U's Where China Meets India is a vivid, searching, timely book about the remote region
that is suddenly a geopolitical center of the world. From their very beginnings, China and India have
been walled off from each other: by the towering summits of the Himalayas, by a vast and impenetrable
jungle, by hostile tribes and remote inland kingdoms stretching a thousand miles from Calcutta across
Burma to the upper Yangtze River. Soon this last great frontier will vanish—the forests cut down, dirt
roads replaced by superhighways, insurgencies crushed—leaving China and India exposed to each other
as never before. This basic shift in geography—as sudden and profound as the opening of the Suez
Canal—will lead to unprecedented connections among the three billion people of Southeast Asia and the
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Far East. What will this change mean? Thant Myint-U is in a unique position to know. Over the past few
years he has traveled extensively across this vast territory, where high-speed trains and gleaming new
shopping malls are now coming within striking distance of the last far-flung rebellions and impoverished
mountain communities. And he has explored the new strategic centrality of Burma, where Asia's two
rising, giant powers appear to be vying for supremacy. At once a travelogue, a work of history, and an
informed look into the future, Where China Meets India takes us across the fast-changing Asian frontier,
giving us a masterful account of the region's long and rich history and its sudden significance for the rest
of the world.
How did one of the world’s "buzzy hotspots" (Fodor’s 2013) become one of the top ten places to avoid
(Fodor’s 2018)? Precariously positioned between China and India, Burma’s population has suffered
dictatorship, natural disaster, and the dark legacies of colonial rule. But when decades of military
dictatorship finally ended and internationally beloved Nobel laureate Aung San Suu Kyi emerged from
long years of house arrest, hopes soared. World leaders such as Barack Obama ushered in waves of
international support. Progress seemed inevitable. As historian, former diplomat, and presidential
advisor, Thant Myint-U saw the cracks forming. In this insider’s diagnosis of a country at a breaking
point, he dissects how a singularly predatory economic system, fast-rising inequality, disintegrating state
institutions, the impact of new social media, the rise of China next door, climate change, and deep-seated
feelings around race, religion, and national identity all came together to challenge the incipient
democracy. Interracial violence soared and a horrific exodus of hundreds of thousands of Rohingya
refugees fixed international attention. Myint-U explains how and why this happened, and details an
unsettling prognosis for the future. Burma is today a fragile stage for nearly all the world’s problems.
Are democracy and an economy that genuinely serves all its people possible in Burma? In clear and
urgent prose, Myint-U explores this question—a concern not just for the Burmese but for the rest of the
world—warning of the possible collapse of this nation of 55 million while suggesting a fresh agenda for
change.
"Burma has often been portrayed as a timeless place, a country of egalitarian Buddhist villages, ruled
successively by autocratic kings, British colonialists and, most recently, a military dictatorship. The
Making of Modern Burma argues instead that many aspects of Burmese society today, from the borders
of the state to the social structure of the countryside to the very notion of a Burmese or Burman identity,
are largely the creations of the nineteenth century, a period of great change, away from the Ava-based
polity of early modern times, and towards the 'British Burma' of the 1900s. The book provides a
sophisticated and much-needed account of the period, and as such will be an important resource for
policy-makers and students as a basis for understanding contemporary politics and the challenges of the
modern state. It will also be read by historians interested in the British colonial expansion of the
nineteenth century."--BOOK JACKET.
A fascinating political travelogue that traces the life and work of George Orwell, author of 1984 and
ANIMAL FARM, in Southeast Asia Over the years the American writer Emma Larkin has spent
traveling in Burma, also known as Myanmar, she's come to know all too well the many ways this brutal
police state can be described as "Orwellian." The life of the mind exists in a state of siege in Burma, and
it long has. But Burma's connection to George Orwell is not merely metaphorical; it is much deeper and
more real. Orwell's mother was born in Burma, at the height of the British raj, and Orwell was
fundamentally shaped by his experiences in Burma as a young man working for the British Imperial
Police. When Orwell died, the novel-in-progress on his desk was set in Burma. It is the place George
Orwell's work holds in Burma today, however, that most struck Emma Larkin. She was frequently told
by Burmese acquaintances that Orwell did not write one book about their country - his first novel,
Burmese Days - but in fact he wrote three, the "trilogy" that included Animal Farm and Nineteen EightyFour. When Larkin quietly asked one Burmese intellectual if he knew the work of George Orwell, he
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stared blankly for a moment and then said, "Ah, you mean the prophet!" In one of the most intrepid
political travelogues in recent memory, Emma Larkin tells of the year she spent traveling through Burma
using the life and work of George Orwell as her compass. Going from Mandalay and Rangoon to poor
delta backwaters and up to the old hill-station towns in the mountains of Burma's far north, Larkin visits
the places where Orwell worked and lived, and the places his books live still. She brings to vivid life a
country and a people cut off from the rest of the world, and from one another, by the ruling military
junta and its vast network of spies and informers. Using Orwell enables her to show, effortlessly, the
weight of the colonial experience on Burma today, the ghosts of which are invisible and everywhere.
More important, she finds that the path she charts leads her to the people who have found ways to
somehow resist the soul-crushing effects of life in this most cruel police state. And George Orwell's
moral clarity, hatred of injustice, and keen powers of observation serve as the author's compass in
another sense too: they are qualities she shares and they suffuse her book - the keenest and finest
reckoning with life in this police state that has yet been written.
Letters from Burma - an unforgettable collection from the Nobel Peace prize winner Aung San Suu Kyi
In these astonishing letters, Aung San Suu Kyi reaches out beyond Burma's borders to paint for her
readers a vivid and poignant picture of her native land. Here she celebrates the courageous army officers,
academics, actors and everyday people who have supported the National League for Democracy, often at
great risk to their own lives. She reveals the impact of political decisions on the people of Burma, from
the terrible cost to the children of imprisoned dissidents - allowed to see their parents for only fifteen
minutes every fortnight - to the effect of inflation on the national diet and of state repression on
traditions of hospitality. She also evokes the beauty of the country's seasons and scenery, customs and
festivities that remain so close to her heart. Through these remarkable letters, the reader catches a
glimpse of exactly what is at stake as Suu Kyi fights on for freedom in Burma, and of the love for her
homeland that sustains her non-violent battle. Includes an introduction from Fergal Keane 'Aung San
Suu Kyi has become a global symbol of peaceful resistance, courage and apparently endless endurance'
Guardian 'A real hero in an age of phony phone-in celebrity, which hands out that title freely to the most
spoiled and underqualified' Bono, Time Aung San Suu Kyi is the leader of Burma's National League for
Democracy. She was placed under house arrest in Rangoon in 1989, where she remained for almost 15
of the 21 years until her release in 2010, becoming one of the world's most prominent political prisoners.
She is also the author of the collection of writings Freedom from Fear.
Few states in the contemporary world present the complexities that characterize Burma/Myanmar at
present. On the one hand, it has been under military rule for some forty-four years at this point, with
many traditional factors in operation: an high degree of authoritarianism; the dominance of
personalization over institutions; powerful centrism, but with a progressive weakening as the distance
from the center lengthens; and the importance of religion as a source of identity. Those who govern
Myanmar have given ample indication in recent times of a desire to interact with diverse international
bilateral and multilateral operations. Yet Burma/Myanmar nationalism has contained a xenophobic
quality emphasized on occasion, a proclivity that is more conducive to isolation than to cooperation. In
this context, the movement of the capitol from Rangoon to Pyinmana in the interior, while proclaimed as
a move to provide easier access to all parts of Myanmar raises questions. Moreover, as was
demonstrated recently, in the face of strong opposition, Myanmar was prepared to give up its scheduled
chairmanship of ASEAN rather than to change its domestic political policies. Under the circumstances,
it is fortunate to have a highly regarded scholar who has spent many years undertaking in-depth studies
of Burma/Myanmar as well as other parts of East Asia, with a history of friendships and research in the
region, provide us with an up-to-date analysis. David Steinberg presents a broad picture of the complex
scene, commencing with a presentation of key theoretical and historical considerations, and proceeding
to an analysis of various specifics relating to the current Burma/Myanmar society and state. His analysis
is comprehensive and balanced, taking into account the many complexities and uncertainties of this
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troubled state. We are indeed fortunate to have this work available. from the Foreword by Robert A.
Scalapino
Global traveller Lydia Laube had out her map again. Where could she go next? Her eye fell on one place
she hadn't visited - Laos, the Land of a Million Elephants. After enduring a close call with Thai
immigration officials, Lydia made it into Laos, and discovered a people and land easy to love. Travelling
by boat, tuk tuk or any other means possible, she experienced the majesty of the Mekong River, the aweinspiring Caves of the Buddha and the mysterious Plains of Jars. Pink umbrella aloft, nothing could
daunt our lone traveller - not even fire and flood. 'Lost in Laos' is Lydia's eighth book in a series of
amusing and informative travel books. 'Read twenty-six short chapters (stories) ... from Land of a
Million Elephants, through Temples and tuk tuks, Watch out your hairs, Sin days, and Have umbrella,
will travel, finally Into the Golden Triangle. Each one captivates, explains, and urges you to read on,
what is the same connects and what is different amplifies.' - Bonzer Online Magazine. 'Delightful
armchair travel book.' - Chronicle
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